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for company; but some Insisted that they must move their flocks
to prayer and fasting against the peril that beset her, with the
result that the Bishop was afraid to bring too many of them to
hear his admonitions, lest Londoners should learn of the grudg-
ing and groaning in the country and become worse.

Stubbs together with his printer and publisher were arrested,
tried - significantly enough - under an act passed to protect
Philip when King of England, and condemned to lose their
right hands and be imprisoned. Measured by the offence and the
age the sentence was not vicious, but it was certainly tactless and
unmerciful. Some thought it illegal, and a judge who denounced
it, together with a lawyer who openly bawled out his opinion -
bothj a few years before, obstreperous parliamentarians - were*
Imprisoned. Elizabeth's good sense had deserted her. She par-
doned the printer3 but the other two had to suffer. At the scaffold
each made a loyal speech to the people, Stubbs ending with a
pun: 'Pray for me/ he begged, 'now my calamity is at hand';
and when Ms right hand had been cut off, he took his hat from
his head with his left, criede God save the Queen!' and swooned.
The publisher lifted his bloody stump; CI have left there a true
Englishman's hand,' he cried, and went away very stoutly and
with great courage. A deep silence pervaded the multitude of
spectators.

Parliament was to meet on 20 October to conclude the mar-
riage, but Elizabeth decided to prorogue it for a month as it was
only too clear, from the state of public opinion, that the Com-
mons would get out of hand and perhaps wreck everything. At
the beginning of October she ordered the Council to give her
Its advice. There was a wordy struggle, lasting several days: it
is said that they sat one day from 8.0 a.m. till 7.0 p.m., without
stirring from the room. Walsingharn was absent, but seven
councillors, including Leicester and Hatton, were against mar-
riage, five, under Burghley's pertinacious leadership, for it. At
first they decided merely to tell the Queen the pros and cons,
leaving the choice to her wisdom,e with the assistance of God's
spirit'. Then, possibly under Burghley's persuasion, they
altered their decision and resolved first to ask her what her own